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Textbooks for horticultural science have been few and far be-
tween, with most students reliant on Jules Janick's “Horticultural
Science” first published in 1963. “The Science of Horticulture”
represents a valuable attempt to capture some of the newest trends
and technologies in horticulture. And as such it represents a valu-
able contribution to the field. The dearth of comprehensive
horticultural textbooks is probably best explained by the fact
that Countries vary considerably in climate and as a consequence
what crops grow best there and what management practices need
to be implemented to ensure optimum productivity vary from re-
gion to region. It's not like Physics which is the same everywhere.
Although there are a number of principles which remain the same
across the world, information from one Country may not always
be readily transferrable to another area. This series was written
specifically to address a need in post-graduate teaching in horti-
culture in India in order to reflect the importance of Horticulture
in nutritional security and freedom from hunger and it is written
in an Indian context and as a result some of the information
may not be applicable to all countries. This may prevent the
wide adoption of this book in horticultural departments in other
Countries. There are, however, a number of more general Chap-
ters which concentrate more on general plant growth than the hor-
ticulture industry in India and therefore these two books could
still serve as a good reference for basic horticultural knowledge.
The Science of Horticulture consists of 2 Volumes and is a
compilation of 31 individual Chapters in total, with eachdoi:10.1016/j.sajb.2012.03.007Chapter dealing with a different topic, ranging from geograph-
ical indications and the protection of intellectual property
rights to biotechnology and pest management. Volume 01 is
separated into four sections and 16 Chapters dealing with gen-
eral horticultural science, vegetable science, horticulture bio-
technology and fruit science. Quite diverse Chapters appear
in each section and it is often unclear if there was a particular
reason behind the chosen topics. The fruit section is a bit dis-
appointing as it contains a single Chapter on Viticulture in the
Napa Valley. Broader topics related to fruit production in
general might have served a greater audience in this section.
Volume 02 is a collection of 15 Chapters which deals with as-
pects from dormancy to graft incompatibility, micronutrient
deficiencies, salt and water stress tolerant plants to postharvest
physiology and handling of crops to extend the shelf life.
While it is very useful to have all this diverse information in
two Volumes, for more in depth detail on the topics it would be
advisable to consult more targeted books or the relevant journal
articles. These volumes therefore could serve as a first “point of
call” when searching for information. As Horticulture is visual-
ly very appealing I would have liked to have seen more color
prints and in general better, high quality graphics. Although
the English grammar is poor in places, it does not detract
from the information provided. I would be hesitant to prescribe
this textbook to students studying Horticulture, as I feel there
are better texts available and the reference material is so easily
found on the internet these days. It would, however, be a valu-
able addition to many libraries.
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